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PLAYER PROTECTION POLICY
Mosspark Boys Club is committed to both players and officials to provide an activity which will be free from abuse regardless of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.

Mosspark Boys Club is committed to provide a fun and safe environment for all participating players and officials.  Safety must be provided from neglect, verbal and physical abuse, sexual and emotional abuse and bullying. By the implementation of good practice and this policy, we hope to provide a safe, caring environment for both players and officials to flourish.

Part V of the Police Act 1997 is aimed at helping employers and voluntary organisations assess the suitability of applicants for particular posts and to make safer recruitment decisions in relation to positions of trust by widening access to criminal record information. To this end, the Act provides for the issue of criminal conviction certificates, criminal record certificates, and enhanced criminal record certificates. In Scotland, Disclosure Scotland will issue these certificates. In practice, the certificates will be known as Basic, Standard and Enhanced Disclosures.

Mosspark Boys Club has a legal duty to make a referral to Scottish Ministers if an individual working with players harms a child or puts a child at risk of harm AND is dismissed or moved away from access to children as a consequence.  

Policy Statement
Mosspark Boys Club is fully committed to providing every player and official with a safe environment in which they may enjoy participating in grassroots football.

Policy Principles
All players have:

The right to a safe environment
The right to protection against harm or the risk of harm
The right to protection against physical abuse
The right to protection against verbal abuse
The right to protection against emotional abuse
The right to protection against sexual abuse
The right to protection against bullying
Continued..
The right to protection against neglect
The right to express opinions and to have those opinions considered in all matters that concern their wellbeing.
The right that all actions concerning the child should be in his/her best interests
The right to have all suspicions and allegations taken seriously and actioned as appropriate
MOSSPARK BOYS CLUB WILL:
Take all reasonable steps, where possible, to protect all players and officials from harm or the risk of harm during all activities

In emergency situations take note of all risks before making decisions.

Always treat all players and officials with respect and dignity irrespective of their age, race, religious belief, gender, sexual orientation, disability or social background.

Always make sure that any allegations or suspicions are recorded and acted upon

Always report all incidents of abuse or concerns to the relevant protection officer and submit a written record of said incidents or concerns

Always strive to have a minimum of two club officials in attendance during all club activities

Always have a trained first aider/physiotherapist with a fully stocked first aid kit on hand during all club activities

Always be punctual for all football activities

Always be open and honest with players and parents.

BEHAVIOR THAT WILL NEVER BE SANCTIONED

Harming a player or putting a player at risk of harm

Sexually abusing a player

Physically assaulting a player or official

Supplying banned substances to players or officials

Extortion and bullying

Harassment and intimidation e.g. racial harassment. Allowing players or officials to refer to another club member’s religion, gender, disability or sexuality in a derogatory manner

Allow allegations made by a player to go unreported.  If there is an attempt to cover up you may be implicated by your silence.

Allow players or officials to be under the influence of alcohol or any banned substances during football activities.

BEHAVIOUR THAT IS CONSIDERED TO BE GOOD PRACTICE

Make sure all outings are planned with health and safety of uppermost importance

Inform all parents timeously in writing of the times of departure, pick up points, time of return, drop off points and emergency telephone contact numbers

Make sure all players and parents timeously complete and return a consent form

Make sure all outings are properly supervised e.g. a ratio of one official to six players with a minimum of three officials in attendance

Note:  All persons involved in grassroots football have responsibilities to report any suspected or alleged cases of abuse to the relevant Protection Officer. It is not the official’s responsibility to decide whether or not a player has been abused.

In cases of reported abuse, maintain total confidentiality. Information must only be shared on a need to know basis i.e. with people who need to know to ensure the child’s health, welfare and development.
